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SUBJ: MEETING WITH APRA LEADER 

SUMMARY: HAYA DE LA TORRE BELIEVES THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
GO AHEAD WITH THE JUNE 18 ELECTION. APRA IS PREPARED TO 
PARTICIPATE, AT THE MOMENT WITHOUT SETTING PRIOR CONDITIONS. 

I TOLD HAYA WE HOPE THE ELECTION WILL BE HELD AS SCHEDULED, 
BELIEVING THAT ANOTHER POSTPONEMENT WOULD DAMAGE CONEIDENCE 
IN THE DEMOCRATIZATION PROCESS. HAYA EXPRESSED GRATIEI- 
CATION AT MY STATEMENT. HE SEES THE NEED EOR PUBLIC 
RECOGNITION AND ENCOURAGEMENT EROM THE USG AND OTHER 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS OE THE HEMISPHERE IF THE ELECTION 
COMES OEE WELL. HAYA IS MAKING NO PRE-ELECTORAL DEALS. 

HE EORESEES AN APRA VICTORY AND THE POSSIBLE EVOLUTION 
OE THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY TOWARD A BODY WITH REAL 
GOVERNING POWERS. HAYA IS DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
HUNGER AMONG THE POOR CREATED BY INFLATION AND AUSTERITY. 

I SHARE THAT CONCERN AND BELIEVE WE SHOULD MOVE VIGOROUSLY 
TO EXPAND OUR PL 480 TITLE II PROGRAMS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . 1 CALLED ON HAYA DE LA TORRE JUNE 8 AT MY REQUEST TO 
GET HIS READING ON THE PROSPECTS EOR THE ELECTION AND TO 
MAKE CERTAIN THAT HE UNDERSTOOD OUR POLICY AT THIS DELI- 
CATE JUNCTURE. 
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2. HAYA SAID HE EXPECTS THE GOVERNMENT TO HOLD THE 
ELECTION ON JUNE 18; AND APRA WILL PARTICIPATE - AND 
WIN THE EIRST MAJORITY BY A BIG MARGIN. HAYA SET NO 
CONDITIONS. HE EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE 
CABINET SESSION ON JUNE 6 HAD NOT BROUGHT A DIETING OE 
THE CURRENT BAN ON PUBLIC ASSEMBLY AND THE LIKE. BUT 
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HE THOUGHT THAT COULD HAPPEN ANY DAY AND IS READY HIM- 
SELE TO RESUME THE CAMPAIGN WHEN IT DOES. EURTHER, IT 
WAS HAYA'S OPINION THAT THE LEFT WILL ALSO GO TO THE 
ELECTIONS. HE AGREED WITH ME THAT ONE FACTOR IN THAT 
DECISION COULD BE THE PROSPECT FOR SOME MEASURE OF 
PROTECTION FROM MILITARY REPRESSION THAT A SITTING 
ASSEMBLY WOULD PROBABLY OFFER THE LEFT IN GENERAL. 

3. 1 SAID I WANTED APRA TO BE CLEAR OF OUR POSITION. 

A STORY IN A U.S. NEWSPAPER HAD ATTRIBUTED TO THE 
EMBASSY THE VIEW THAT ANOTHER POSTPONEMENT OF THE 
ELECTION WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. THAT WAS ENTIRELY 
ERRONEOUS. WE STRONGLY SUPPORT THE PROCESS OF DEMOCRA- 
TIZATION AND BELIEVE IT CAN BEST BE ADVANCED BY ADHERING 
TO THE ANNOUNCED SCHEDULE. I NOTED THAT THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION ASSIGNS THE HIGHEST PRIORITY IN ITS HEMIS- 
PHERIC POLICY TO THE FURTHERANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. THE 
PERUVIAN ELECTIONS ARE IMPORTANT TO THAT POLICY AND 
HAVE IMPLICATIONS BEYOND THIS COUNTRY'S BORDERS. A 
FURTHER DELAY BEYOND JUNE 18 WOULD RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE REAL PROSPECTS FOR DEMOCRATIZATION HERE. 

4. HAYA SAID HE WAS MOST PLEASED TO HEAR WHAT I HAD TO 
SAY. AS FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNED THE MORE PRESIDENT 
CARTER EMPHASIZED HUMAN RIGHTS THE BETTER. IN THAT 
REGARD, HE HAD TALKED TO "THE VENEZUELANS" ABOUT 
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THE NEED FOR MORAL SUPPORT FROM THE HEISPHERE'S DEMOCRACIES 
IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE ELECTION. IF IT PRODUCES AN 
HONEST RESULT, HE HOPED THE CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS, IN- 
CLUDING THE USG, WOULD TAKE PUBLIC NOTICE AND OFFER 
PUBLIC ENCOURAGEMENT. I SAID THAT SEEMED A GOOD IDEA. 

5. OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST HAYA MADE: 

(A) WHEN HE CALLS THE PREFERENTIAL VOTE AN INTENT 

TO FRAUD HE MEANS THAT IT COMPLICATES THE VOTING PROCESS 
FOR THE UNSOPHISTICATED VOTER AND IS THUS DESIGNED TO 
INTRODUCE CONFUSION AND HOLD DOWN APRA'S MAJORITY. 

(B) THE GOP REMAINS "ENIGMATIC". ITS REAL ATTI- 
TUDE TOWARD DEMOCRATIZATION IS NOT CLEAR. BUT THE 
PRESIDENT IS NOW "COMMITTED" AND THE MILITARY DO NEED 
A WAY OUT. 

(C) APRA INSISTS ON FULL RESPECT FOR EVERYONE'S 
HUMAN RIGHTS BUT DOES NOT CONFUSE HUMAN RIGHTS WITH 
"POLITICAL PRIVILEGES". THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN HEAVILY 
INFILTRATED BY "COMMUNISTS" WHO SHOULD BE REMOVED. THE 
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GOP IN ITS FIRST PHASE CREATED THE VERY "INSTRUMENTS 
OE DESTRUCTION" - SINAMOS, SUTEP, CNA - IT IS NOW 
BATTLING. 

(D) THE CENTRAL PROBLEM TODAY IN PERU IS HUNGER. 

THOSE NOT IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE PEOPLE HAVE NO CON- 
CEPTION OP THE SUFPERING INFLATION AND AUSTERITY HAVE 
BROUGHT TO THE POOR. THEY NOW SIMPLY DO NOT HAVE THE 
MEANS TO PEED THEMSELVES AND EVEN THE MOST INEXPENSIVE MEDICINES 
ARE BEYOND THEIR REACH. 
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(E) AS POR THE POST-ELECTORAL FUTURE, "WE WILL 
SEE". THIS IS THE RESPOSE HAYA HAS GIVEN THE PRESI- 
DENT'S EMISSARY, SON REMIGIO. APRA HAS EX- 
PLAINED TO THE PEOPLE THAT THE ASSEMBLY AS 
NOW ENVISAGED CANNOT SOLVE PERU'S CRISIS. BUT SOME HAVE 
SUGGESTED THAT THE ASSEMBLY MIGHT BE INVESTED WITH GREATER 
POWERS, PERHAPS EVEN WITH PULL EXECUTIVE POWERS. 

6. COMMENT: HAYA APPEARS TO RETAIN HIS PACULTIES 
DESPITE HIS ADVANCED AGE AND ENORMOUS GIRTH. HE TENDS 
TO LENGTHY DIGRESSIONS - ON ONE OCCASION A DISCUSSION 
OP LENIN'S ANALYSIS OP THE "AMBIGUOUS IMPACT" OF BRITISH 
IMPERIALISM ON INDIA - BUT INVARIABLY COMES BACK TO THE 
POINT. HIS REMARKS ABOUT THE POSSIBLE EVOLUTION OF THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY (PARA 5E ABOVE), HOWEVER, SEEM TO 
REFLECT THE WISTPUL HOPES OF A MAN WITH LITTLE TIME 
LEFT. HAYA SEES HIMSELP AS PRESIDENT OP THE ASSEMBLY 
AND FROM THERE AS SOMEHOW QUICKLY BECOMING CHIEF OF 
STATE, THE CONSTANT GOAL OF HIS LONG LIFE. 

7. 1 THOUGHT IT BEST THROUGH HIM TO ENSURE APRA'S 
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UNDERSTANDING OF OUR POSITION. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE 
SENTIMENT ABROAD HERE, IN AND OUT OE THE 
GOVERNMENT, EOR EITHER A EURTHER POSTPONEMENT OE THE 
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY ELECTION OR A SHIET TO BELAUNDE'S 
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CALL FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS, PERHAPS IN A YEAR'S TIME 
ALTER THE ECONOMIC SITUATION HAS (HOPEEULLY) IMPROVED. 
THE ARGUMENTS EOR EITHER APPEAR QUITE PERSUASIVE 
IN PERU'S CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT ARE, IN MY JUDG- 
MENT, OVERBORNE BY THE UNCERTAINTY AND THE THREAT TO 
DEMOCRATIZATION A CHANGE NOW WOULD PRODUCE. THE KEY 
IS APRA. THOSE OPPOSED TO GOING AHEAD A WEEK EROM NEXT 
SUNDAY WANT APRA AS THE COUNTRY'S PRIMARY POLITICAL 
PARTY TO DECIDE THAT CONDITIONS ARE NOT PROPITIOUS. 

AN ATTEMPT TO ALTER THE SCHEDULE NOW WILL BE POLITI- 
CALLY MOST DIFEICULT IP APRA CONTINUES TO REPUSE EVEN 
TACIT COOPERATION. AND I THINK HAYA WILL STAND PIRM. 

8. 1 AGREE WITH HAYA THAT HUNGER IS THE CENTRAL PROBLEM 
IN TODAY'S PERU. THE CARDINAL CONTINUES TO WARN ALL WHO 
WILT. LISTEN THAT CONDITIONS IN THE PUEBLOS JOVENES ARE 
APPROACHING THE TRULY DESPERATE. SIMPLE ARITHMETICAL 
CALCULATIONS WOULD INDICATE THAT LAST MONTH'S PRICE IN- 
CREASES MAKE SERIOUS MALNUTRITION AMONG PERU'S POOR 
INEVITABLE WITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT. I AM REPORTING SEPARATELY ON REQUESTS TO 
ME PROM THE POREIGN AND FINANCE MINISTERS FOR EXPANDED 
PL 480 TITLE II PROGRAMS. I BELIEVE WE OWE IT TO OUR- 
SELVES TO RESPOND WITH A MAXIMUM EPFORT - AND WITH ALL 
THE INGENUITY WE CAN MUSTER IN DEVISING NEW TITLE II 
PROGRAMS. 

9. AS EOR HAYA'S HOPE EOR AN APPROPRIATE USG STATEMENT 
IP THE ELECTION GOES WELL, THE PROPOSAL WOULD SEEM TO 
ME CONSISTENT WITH WHAT WE HAVE DONE IN THE WAKE OP 
OTHER RECENT ELECTIONS. IF THE DEPARTMENT SO DESIRES, 

THE EMBASSY WILL BE PREPARED TO PURNISH A DRAFT FOR 
CONSIDERATION. 
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